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INTRODUCTION

I expect that the readers will have a good chance to-solve such a complicated structure through
studying A Short Summary, A Large Number of Instructions, Explanations, Constructions, Froverbs
gwen in detail. :

A Short Summary

The actior or situation expressed in the main clause of a sentence can be limited by one or more
situations, The contitions are expressed by If-Clauses, Clauses with some certain conjunctions and
inversions. Using the conditional clauses at the beginning of the Conditional sentences is more usual.
Genenally, there are two parts of the sentence one of which expresses what the condition is and the other
shows the consequence depending on that condition.

-,

Example: If vou are a student, ill h Iations.
/Condition/ [Consequence/

First off, I have translated the five kinds of conditional sentences into Turkish so that the readers can
grasp the conditional constructions and discussions without having any difficulty.

1. Type 0, /Cuase and Effcéff
If I run fast, I get tired.
fHhzh kagarsam yorulurum /

2. Type 1, /Probable Condition, or Real Condition in the present or Future
If I study hard I will pass the exam. '

/Cok cahigirsam smavi gececegim./
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3.Type 2, /Improbable Condition or Unreal Condition in the present/ If I went there 1 would see
you. '

[Oraya gitsem sizi goriiriim or Oraya gitseydim sizi goriirdiim./
4. Type 3, /Imaginary Condition or Unreal Condition in the past/
If I had sailed with Columbus, I would have seen the New World first.

/Kristof Kolomb ile birlikte gemiyle seyahat etmig olsaydim yeni diinyay: ilk kez gérmiig olurdum
(olacaktim). :

5. Type 4 or Real Past
If you were at home, you waiched the eight o'clock news on TV.
{/Evdeyseniz sekiz haberlerini televizyonda seyretiiniz

If it rzined, I did not know it.

Kisa Bir Ozet

Bir ciimlenin ana ciimlecifindeki durum veya ﬁa:cket bir veya daha fazla kosulla simirlandinlabilis.
Koguilar, if-ctimlecikleri, bilinen bagiaclarla yapilan ciimleciklerle ve devrik yapilarla ifade edilir. Kosul
ctimlelerinin baginda kosul ciimlecigini kullanmak daha olagandir. Genel olarak, ciimlede iki bolim
vardir, bunlardan birisi kogulun ne oldugunu digeri ise 0 kosula bagh olan sonucu agiklar.

Ormnek: If you are a student, you will obey the school regulations.

Condition-Sart A Consequence-Sonug _ -

Ofirencivseniz, okul kurailanna uyacaksimz,

/Condition/Sart /Consequence/Sonug
Olkuyucular giicliikle kargilagmakstzin kosul ciimle kuruluslannt ve irdelemeleri anhyabilsinler diye ilk
Gnce beg cesit sart ciimliesini Tiirkceye cevirdinm.
RKINDS OF THE CONDITIONAL CLAUSES
CAUSE AND EFFECT OR TYPE-O

Instructior: This kind of conditional is used to express automatic or habitual results or general truths.

Form:
Conditional Clause +  MAIN CLAUSE
Simple Presen Temse Simple Present Tense
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Example:
If there is a shortage of any product, prices of that product go up,

Conditional Clausé Main Clause -

If_you heat jce, it_melts !

Condition Consequence

TYPE-1 /Probable Condition or Real Condition in the present or future/

Instruction: This type of sentence implies that the action in the If-clause is quite probable. The meaning
here is present or future but the verb in the If-clause is in a present tense.

Form: The cat will scratch you if vou pull her tail, 2
Main Clause + Conditionz! Clause
{Consequence/ /Condition/

Exar_nples: a)lf the fog gets thicker, the plane may/might be diverted. /Possibility/
b)If your documents are in ordér you may / can leave at once. /Permission/
<) If it stops raining, we can go out. /Permission or ability/

d) If you want to lose weight, you should eat less bread. Advice/

e)If you want to lose weight, you had better.eat less breaé._/Advice/

DIf you want to lose weight, you must eat less bread. /Advice/

g)If you want to lose weight, eat less bread. /Command/

h)If you see Tom tomorrow, could you ask him to ring me? [Request/

Instructien: If-Clause may be formed in the present continuous tense, in this case it indicates a present

action or 2 future arrangement.
Example: a)If you are waiting for a bus, yon'd better join the queue. /Present action/

b)If you are preparing a book report tonight, I'll do the shopping instead of you tomomow. (Future
arrangement) '

Instruction: If-clause may be formed in the Present Perfect or Present Perfect Continuous Tense, in this

Footnote: 1.B.D.Graver, Advanced English Practice, (London: Oxford University Press, 1973), p.88
2. A.I.Thornscm and A.V.Martinet, A Practical English Grammar, (London: Oxford University
Press, 1983), p.186
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case there'not any contradiction between what is stated and what is implied; the verb forms used in both
clauses have an agreement.?’

Example: If you have finished answering the questions, I'll collect the examination papers and give
answers to the questions.

If the students in this classrcom have been studying English for four years, they can read the
‘newspaper in English. '

Imstruction: Conditional clauses are related to reason clauses, but they discuss the consequence of
sometihing which may or may not be a real event:

Example: a) I'll lend Peter the money_hecanse he needs if,
Reason Clavse
b) iil iend Peter the money if he needs i.
Conditional Clause

Seatence-a is different from sentence-b, because in sentence-a the speaker knows that he needs money,
while the speaker of sentence-b dossn't Imow whether Peter needs money. That's why a sentence-like b is
called open condition becauss the truth of what the sentence describes is open.

SPECIAL CASES / EXCEPTIONAL USES IN REAL CONDITIONS

1.Should sometimes means "ough to" (giving or asking for advice) with this meaning should can be used
in Ifclauses of Real conditions.

Example: If your parents disapprove of the pian, you should give it up.

2.When "will" is not an auxiliary for the future iense but a verb indicating willingness, it may occur in
an if-clauge.”

Example: If you will be 50 kind io help me, we can finish by six.
3.Will may occur in Ii-clauses when it means "{o insist"

Example: If vou will her op horse-races. you mustn't complain if you lose your money,

If you imsist om beiting on horse-races, you musm't complain if you lose your money.

Footnote: 3.Mehmet Turgin, English Trenslation, (Izmir:Bilgehan Basimevi, 1987,) p.187.
4. Geoffrey Leech, Jan Starvik, A Communicative Grammar of English (Singapore: Longman
Group Limited, 1981), p.96.
5. A.SHornby, Guide to Paiterns and Usage in English, (London: Oxford University Press,
1975), p.232.



4.Happen to is used to suggest that something happens by chance

Example: If you happen to pass the exam, will you please phone me? means if you pass the exam by
chance, will you please phone me?

5.If is sometimes-left out in conversational style:

Example: You touch me again, I'll kick your teeth in. This sentence means If you touch me
agaim, I'll kick your teeth in.

6.A common alternative to usiné If-clauses is 1o join the sentences with and,
Example: Take my advice and yoﬁr troubles will be over. This means
If you take my advice, your troubles will be over,
7. Two useful expressions which are used instead of corﬂplele clauses are IF SO, IF NOT.6
Example: Have you got an English course on next Thursday?
If so, let's go to school together. This means:
If you have got an English course on mext Thursday, let's go to school togcther..

Is anybody feeling cold? If mot, let's put the centreal heating off. If not here means It
anybody is not feeling cold,

8. Would like, would care can be used in probable condition:
Example: Il you would like to come, I'll buy a bus ticket for you.
If you would care to see some of our pictures, I'll show them to you.

9."The introduction of should in the conditional clause has the effect of making it seem less likely that
the condition will be fulfilled. It is possible to substitute by any chance for should without changing
the meaning.” '

- Example: If by any chance we miss the 10 o'clock train, we shan't get there till after lunch.
IF WE MISS THE 10 O'CLOCK TRAIN, we chan't get there till lunch time.

Instruction: The expression IF ONLY is used with the present iense (o state something expected will
happen:

Example: If only they avoid smoking cigarettes, everything will change in his life.
Unreal Conditions in the Present

/Type-2 or Improbable Conditons/

Footnote: 6. Michael Swan, Practical English Usage, (Hong Kong: Oxford University Press, 1980), p.310.
7.B.D.Graver, Advanced English Practice, (London: Oxford University Press, 1971), p.91.
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Instruction: We use the unreal condition in the present when we wish 1o state conditons which cannot
be fuifilled. The conditions do not happen, for this reason the results are not realised.

Conditional Sentence

If-Clause  /Condition/ : Main Clause/Consequence/

Example:a)lf you were 'a sheep, the wolf would eat you.
"If you were a sheep” means you are not a sheep.
Sentence a) means As you are not a sheep, the wolf will not eat you.
b could buy that suit if l had enough cash on me.
Sentence b) means I can't buy that suit because I doa't have enough money on me.
Sentence ¢} If I earned ten million a month perhaps I could afford to go on the summer holidz;ly.

Sentence ¢ means I don't earn ten millon a month, perhaps I can't afford to go on the summer
holiday. Or As I don't earn ten million liras a manth, I can't afford 10 go on the summer

holiday.
The Congditional Clause The Main Clause
If I saw him, (Simple Past Tense 1 should speak to him.,
G i " " Icould - " o
Yooomon " " " Iwould " w
o " " " Imight " S .

Special Cases or Exceptional Uses

We gencrally convey the idea of something contrary to present fact nsing the past form of the main
verb in the conditionai clause. T have given some examples related to this instruction above. In addition,
we often use ihe past tense after the verb wish and some certain expressions such as If only, it's time, It's
ahout time. It's high fime io convey the present unreality.

I wish ++4-+The conditional Tense indicates the Past Unreality
You wish or

He wishes + The Simple Past Teass indicates the present Unreality
If only + Simple Past tense

b
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I'd rather -+ Sirﬁple Past Tense

It's time
used for the present ureality
It's about time
It's high time
I wish you would read this bogk. This means piease read this book.

The Conditional Tense

I'wish it were Sunday today. It indicates the present unreality.

Simple Past Tense

If only you told me truth. This sentence implies, but you don't tell me truth.
It's time hic found a good job with high salary.

It's about ime we spokg English in class.

It's high time " " " £

I'd much rather the teacher told us about the date of the written exan,

Instruction: Would is used in If-clauses when it is used as ordinary verb meaning "be willing to" or "be
determined to" and no as auxiliary to express the future.

Example: I should be happy if vou would lend me some money. The teacher in class-A would be much

happier if the students would study harder, We can substitute the above expressions for

"Would'
If the students would study harder: if the students were willing to study harder.
WERE is used in the conditional sentence in the sense of subj.unclivc:
Example: If T were in your position, I would act differently.
Were to:
re he il morrow, what would you tell him?
Clause - A -
Clause -A implies "If he called you tomorrow

Even if;

Even if you knew the truth, what could you do about it?
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Instruction; We sometimes imply conditions in a relative clause:
3
Example: A student who stopped stdying hard would definitely flunk a test.

Sentence a- means If a student siopped studying hard,. he would definitely flunk a test.

Instruction: T an informal language, we sometimes use the word "not" in if-clauses after expressions in
order to suggesi doubt or uncenainty:

Example: [ wonder if we shouldr't ask the doctor to look at Mary.

Instmuction: In informal spoken English the word "have” is-used with if-clauses to express the past.
Although ihis form is not used in the written language it is generally used by ignorant people:

~

st TR R e s e g S H 3 H
Example: If I'd have nassed the test, § would have had a long holiday. Clause- A

" Clause- A means IF T had passad the test

Instruction: IF can be used in the sense of ALTHOUGH in more formal Enghsh Weuse it especmlly in
the siracture IF+Adjective without verb.

Example:The savings, if much highes than last month's, can be used for the benefits of the children
without parents. ' '

Insiructon: The infinitive clause can be used c:onditimtally:8

Example: You have o be strong 1o 1ift 5 table like that.
Clause-B
Cause B means if you are going to 1ift.
UNREAL CONDITIONS IN THE PAST -

[Type-3 or Impossible Conditions/

Ingtruction: In the impossible condition, we know that the condition mentioned in the conditional clause
nct performed, 8¢ the conssgrence sizied in the main clause is completely imaginary and hypothetical.

Example: | would have earned more money if Thad-invesied in that factory,
B
ntence mesas [ dida’t invest in that factory and so I didn't earn more money.

\Ti
B
=

i~
&
h—l

f the compasition tezcher had besn correcting the examination papers carefully, he could have

< found the mistakes.

This sentence means He wast't correcting e examinaton papers carefully and so he couldn't find the
mistakes,

Footnote: 8) Randolph Quirk end Sidney Greenbzum, A University Grammar of English, (London: Longman
Creup Limited, 1973) p, 325.
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Conditional Sentence
"the Conditional Clause ; “The main Clause
a) Past Perfect Tense or a) The Conditional Perfect
b) \Pa;t Perfect Continueus Tense
If it had rained a lot we would have stayed at home
or
We would have stayed at home if it had rdfned a lot.
I woul& like to-make the impossible conditions more intelligible giving .;m‘illustlativc situation:

A pop singer bought a new fast car, She had a serious accident while she was driving on the
highway. She lost a lot of blood but fortunately she was immediately taken to the nearest hospital. The
sergeon on duty was able 1o operate her without waiting for anybody.

a)She would have died if she hadn't bezn taken to the nearest hospital.

b)She would have died if she had lost more blood.

c)She would have lost more blood if she hadn't been operated on time.
Sentence a means she didp't die becanse she was taken to the nearest hospital.
Sentence b means |

She didn't die because she didn't lose more blood.

Sentence ¢ me.ans‘She didn't lose more blood because s.he was operated on time.
M-ixé.d Types of Condit ignal-Sentences

Imstruction: When we use the consequence clanse with a suitable time adverb, it may express a past
condition with a present effect.

Example: If he had saved a lot of money, he wouldn't be poor now.
B. If I had taken an examination, I would be having a holiday now.

Sentence b means But I didn't take an examination and I am not having a holiday now.
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E

YPE .4 or REAL PAST

Conditional Sentence

The Conditiomal Clause The Main Clause

Past Tense Simple : Past Tense Simple or
ar Past Continuous Tense

Past Continuous Tense

Instrmetisn: We uss the past tense or the past continuous tense on both sides of the same sentence to
express a statement of goneral truth or custom which happened in the past.

Example: 1. Centuries ago, if  man had influenza he usually died,

Past Tense Simple Past Tense Simple |

2.If she wole up in the earlier hours of the morning, she certainly saw the sun rising.
Special Uses or Exceptional Uses or Special Difficulties
1. Would is used in the sense of willingness with conditional clause:

Example:If the students in ciass A would teil me what they wani I would teach them.

a

In Sentence a the spesker states ihat the studenis are not willing to tell him.

2.Both would like and would cave express want or wish.

Example: If you would iike to come with me to the cinema, I'll wait for yon.

Sentence 2 means If you want to come with me to the cinema, ...

If you would care 0 go out with vour girl friend this eveniag, first yon must finish reading the book
you borrowed from: he libray,

3. ¥ orly with would can express regret im the presemt semse:

o

xample: If ouly be would sindy harder. This senience means we are sad that ke isn't willing 0
study harder,

4.1 with Wonld have

Example:if L would have watched ihe eight o'clock news on TV, I'd have learnt the plane crash.
a
Sentence & means I I had waiched the eight o'clock news on TV.

5. IF can precede a verbless clause:

Example: [fin trouble, iell me please.
- a
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. IF ONLY with Pact

Sentence a means if you are in trouble.

6. IF is used with the expression 'happen to' to convey that éomeming occurs by chance:
Example:.-lf you hapen to go to the post office, mail this letter for me please.

7.1t is possible to omit 'IF' in conversation Eng_Iish:
Example: You listen to the English programmes on the radio, you will improve you English.
Sentence a implies If you listen'i:me English programmes .....

8.An imperative sentence with AND or OR ELSE may be used to replace IF-clanse

Example: Sduty very hard, and you won't fail the exan.
a
Sentence a means If you study very hard, you won't fail the exam.

,SLg-p smoking, or else you will get lung cancer.
Sem;lcc a means If you don't stop smoking, you \;vill get lung cancer.
Conjunctions Used in Conditional Sentemces
“1.Unless: a) If......... not.
Unless we withdraw some money from a bank, we will be bankl;upt.
b) Except if
Don't answer the questions unless I ask you.
2.But for: a) If it were not for
If it weren't his family's support, he would never be a deputy.
b) If it had not been for

But for the storm, we should have arrived much earlier.
a
Sentence a means If it had not been for the storm,

3. IF ONLY with Simple present Tense indicates Hope
Example: If only you graduate your school next year,
This sentence means z\ive hope that you will graduate your school next year.
enee Simple indicatee wich

Example: If oly our clients had a television, they would watch the commercial

If ONLY with past Perfect Tense conveys regret



Exampie: If only I had watched that film on TV. This sentence means I wish I had watched that film on
TV, but I'm sorry [ didn't watch it.

- 4.In CASE: a)Because it is / was possible that

Example: He has got two pencils in his pencil-case in case one of them is broken. This sentence means
He has got two pencils because it is possible that one of them will be broken.

b)As the meaning of the main clause doesn't depend on the one in the In case -Clause, the
in case-clause can be omitted, but the meaning doesn't change. In addition, the action in the main clause
completely depends on the one in the If clause, that's why we cannot omit 1f-clause,

Example: I will buy a new suit in_case I go g visit her,

a
[ will buy a new suit if T g0 1o visit her.
b

In sentence a Perhaps I will go to visit her, perhaps I will niot, but I will already buy a new suit.

In sentence b Perhaps I will go to visit her, if I go, I will buy a new suit- If I den't go to visit her, 1
won't buy a new suit.

5.As long as: but only if

Example:You can borrow my dictionary as long as you use it cargfully
bt only if you use it carefuily.

6.Provided (that): but only if

Example: We're going to play football omorrow provided that it isn't raining

but only if it isn't raining

7.Providing that: but only if
The children can stay here providing that they don't watch tv.
8.0n Conditien that: This expression states a condition to which a person must accept.

Example: I will give you a ballpoint on condition that you write with it.
Q.0IN CASE OF: If there is a

Example: In case of difficulty, ask your teacher.

Sentence a means If there is a dif| ficulty,

10.Even if: a) [ always like reading books even if I get tired.

This sentence means you wouldn't expect me to like reading books when [ get tired, but I do.
b}t can replace IF......AT LEAST

If he is too rich, at least he is honest.

]
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11. Even though; Even if ’ i

He wouldn't lend me a dictionary even though I asked him.

12, WHETHER....OR:
Example: mmmm&mmmm&m the teacher won't change his mind.
Senience ameans If I answe?' the questions or even if she answers them.

13.Whatever, Wheever, wherever: The meaning of ‘contrary to expectation is present in these
conjunctions.

Example: a)Whatevcr_hc says, everybody admires him.
Sentence a implies everybady admires him even if he s;'ly__s silly things.
Example: Wherever he goes, he makes friends.
14.0THERWISE: a)If this doesn't happen
b)If this didn't happen

©)If this hadn't happened
Example: We must return to our country before 1994, otherwise everyone will forget us,
if

This sentence means'if we don't retura to our country by 1994, everybody will forget us.

15.IF. is used in the sense of Whenever, as, since or ]Be-cause

Example: JF I promise, I keep it.
a

Sentence a means whenever I promise

IF you haven't done your homework, you won't be able to understand the lesson.
A :

Sentence a implies As you say you haven't done your homework,...........
16. In the event of: If there is a
In the event of war, the young will go to the front.
Semgncc a means If there is a war,......
17. When (ever):
a)He can sp;eak English fluently when he tries.
bYWhenever I call, it seems ta be bugy.
18 What if: What would you do or what would happen if.?

Footnote:  9)Manuel C.R.Dos Santos, In Tune Book4, (Glenview, Iilinois; Scott, Foresman Company,
1983) pp.30-32.
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Example: What if she were older than you? It means 'What would you do if she were older than you?"
MAKING CONDITIONAL SENTENCES USING INVERSION
a)Had I known, I would have read it befare.

a
Sentence a implies if I had known, .....

. b)Were vou (o brmﬂ, your book in your briefcase, you wouldn't lose it

Sentence b imphe If you were to bring vour book in your briefcase.
c)3tguld ] change my mind, I will ge. high marks in the exam,

c
Sentence ¢ means If I shouid change my mind

PROVERBIAL EXPRESSIONS
if wishes are horses, beggars would ride.
Give bim an inch and he'll take a mile.
Ask me no guestions and I will tell you no lies.
Spare the rod and spoil the child.

CONCLUSION

I am sure that anyone wheo is interested in English will be able express hisfner thoughts and ideas
well enough afier having studicd the above explanations, instructions, types of conditiona! clauses,
special uses, conjunctions introduced in conditional clauses, conditional clauses with inversion.
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